
From industry to academia: 
my personal story

Mani Pillai 

Doctoral Researcher, Brunel Business School 

@manipillai1886

Working Class Academics Conference

14 July 2020



Background 

• Singapore

• Career in the UK

• Moving to academia 



Research interests 

• Feedback from Professors                changes 

• Class and ethnicity in white collar professions

• Hybrid between business and sociology 



What I learnt  

• Post-colonial theorists

• Class remains an omission or a post-script in the  field

• Decolonisation of curriculum  - whose voice is missing in this call to arms?


